
Table 47.  Science, engineering, and health postdoctoral appointees in doctorate-granting institutions, by
detailed field, source of support, and citizenship: 2000
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Source of support Citizenship

Field Total Federal U.S.
Non- citizens Temporary

Federal and visa
Total Fellow- Trainee- Research permanent holders

ships ships grants residents

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 41,548 29,004 3,805 2,495 22,704 12,544 18,633 22,915

............Total, science and engineering fields 28,953 21,364 2,116 1,243 18,005 7,589 12,008 16,945

...........................................Sciences, total 25,745 19,097 2,010 1,219 15,868 6,648 10,967 14,778

.........................Physical sciences, total 5,880 4,458 378 48 4,032 1,422 2,038 3,842
...........................................Astronomy 305 267 44 3 220 38 178 127

............................................Chemistry 3,574 2,622 256 34 2,332 952 1,161 2,413
................................................Physics 1,871 1,463 78 11 1,374 408 618 1,253

.....................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 130 106 0 0 106 24 81 49

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 1,135 935 115 6 814 200 694 441
..........................Atmospheric sciences 94 91 8 0 83 3 62 32

........................................Geosciences 496 387 55 1 331 109 268 228
.....................................Oceanography 246 206 40 5 161 40 124 122

.........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c 299 251 12 0 239 48 240 59

..........................Mathematical sciences 375 235 39 8 188 140 146 229

................................Computer sciences 352 272 24 0 248 80 146 206

.............................Agricultural sciences 777 465 26 3 436 312 316 461

.......................Biological sciences, total 16,093 12,006 1,274 1,018 9,714 4,087 6,787 9,306
..............................................Anatomy 504 405 48 30 327 99 221 283

........................................Biochemistry 2,439 1,911 140 96 1,675 528 1,002 1,437
.................................................Biology 1,852 1,358 287 33 1,038 494 881 971

........................Biometry/epidemiology 112 88 12 42 34 24 68 44
...........................................Biophysics 164 134 9 16 109 30 66 98

.................................................Botany 414 275 12 0 263 139 164 250
..........................................Cell biology 1,860 1,292 183 91 1,018 568 871 989

................................................Ecology 139 92 12 4 76 47 93 46
.....................Entomology/parasitology 197 139 1 0 138 58 90 107

..............................................Genetics 775 563 99 51 413 212 353 422
.......Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,233 1,745 151 185 1,409 488 917 1,316

...............................................Nutrition 204 126 6 13 107 78 72 132
............................................Pathology 1,728 1,154 68 196 890 574 716 1,012

.....................................Pharmacology 1,449 1,149 90 114 945 300 544 905
...........................................Physiology 1,140 904 86 94 724 236 420 720

................................................Zoology 112 76 10 3 63 36 73 39
..............................Biosciences, n.e.c. 771 595 60 50 485 176 236 535

............................................Psychology 698 495 91 105 299 203 534 164

.............................Social sciences, total 435 231 63 31 137 204 306 129
........................Agricultural economics 35 25 2 0 23 10 16 19

...........Anthropology (cultural & social) 68 21 5 1 15 47 59 9
..........Economics (except agricultural) 26 7 4 0 3 19 19 7

...........................................Geography 33 23 1 0 22 10 19 14
............................................Linguistics 19 11 3 0 8 8 10 9

...................................Political science 41 9 4 0 5 32 23 18
.............................................Sociology 93 60 22 15 23 33 79 14

.......................Sociology/anthropology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
.........................Social sciences, n.e.c. 120 75 22 15 38 45 81 39

......................................Engineering, total 3,208 2,267 106 24 2,137 941 1,041 2,167
...........................Aerospace engineering 111 95 1 0 94 16 51 60
...........................Agricultural engineering 56 38 0 0 38 18 13 43
...........................Biomedical engineering 220 173 18 14 141 47 105 115

..............................Chemical engineering 676 454 22 0 432 222 182 494
......................................Civil engineering 271 170 24 0 146 101 114 157

..............................Electrical engineering 520 373 10 1 362 147 144 376
................................Engineering science 163 135 13 5 117 28 65 98

..................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 48 37 0 0 37 11 23 25
..........................Mechanical engineering 469 312 5 0 307 157 150 319

.....................Metallurgical/materials eng. 480 336 12 2 322 144 130 350
................................Nuclear engineering 33 26 1 0 25 7 20 13

..................................Engineering, n.e.c. 161 118 0 2 116 43 44 117

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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...........................................Total, health fields 12,595 7,640 1,689 1,252 4,699 4,955 6,625 5,970
...............................................Clinical fields 9,762 5,743 1,416 1,007 3,320 4,019 5,161 4,601

...........................................Dental sciences 230 111 9 43 59 119 115 115
........................................................Nursing 64 58 12 19 27 6 56 8

............................Pharmaceutical sciences 434 276 33 7 236 158 165 269
.......Preventive medicine/community health 367 290 41 40 209 77 217 150

.......................Speech pathology/audiology 57 56 18 2 36 1 41 16
.....................................Veterinary sciences 284 153 16 13 124 131 157 127

.......................................Other health fields 1,397 953 144 121 688 444 713 684

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


